come a democratic republic unless she extirpates every last
vestige of fascism and fascist ideology. This task has not yet
been accomplished by far; one must remember that for over
two decades fascism poisoned the minds of the Italian people,
employing every means of material and spiritual influence for
the purpose.
II
DE GASPERI'S DECLARATION AND OLD
ANNEXATIONIST CLAIMS
Signor De Gasperi's speech does not in- any way supply an
adequate answer to questions which arise in connection with
the peace treaty for Italy. This speech constitutes an attempt
to evade the fundamental problem of the revival of Italy
-as a democratic state, and does not reflect any desire whatever
to repudiate and condemn the aggressive policy of fascist
imperialism.
The head of the Italian delegation had no words of con-
demnation for fascism, which brought Italy into her present
grave plight. One might think that Italy had already elim-
inated every vestige of fascism and may forget the anti-
democratic legacy left behind by fascism. Nor did his speech
contain a single word of condemnation of the adventurist
foreign policy of Mussolini's government, which caused
tremendous calamities to Italy's neighbours and other nations
and laid a heavy burden of guilt upon Italy.
There is no need to dwell here in detail on the speech of
the head of the Italian delegation. Yet we cannot pass over
the fact that his speech was to a large extent aimed at de-
fending the annexationist claims of the old Italy, rather than
at upholding the true national interests and vital needs of
his people.
Hi